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MEDICAL COMPLICATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH
SECURITY AND CONTROL OF PRISONERS OF WAR
IN THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST
by
P. B. ADAMSON *
In the ancient Near East, all military protagonists were ruthless in their treatment
of prisoners. The Egyptians were forced to undertake repeated punitive operations
against their north-eastern neighbours from the second half of the third millennium
BC. The Mesopotamians occasionally made military expeditions as far as the
Mediterranean coast ofAsia Minor, and the Agadean dynasty controlled trade in the
northern part ofAsia Minor during the same period.' By the second millennium BC,
Egyptian and Mesopotamian forces did occasionally come into direct conflict in the
region of northern Syria; extensive invasions of Syria, Anatolia and Egypt by the
Assyrians often occurred during the first half of the first millennium BC.
Although often widely separated geographically from each other, different states in
Asia Minor were influenced to some extent by each other's methods of waging war
and ofcoping with the problems ofprisoners captured in battle. The relatively minor
campaigns ofthe Egyptians and the Mesopotamians in the third and second millennia
BC did not produce excessive numbers ofprisoners ofwar, all ofwhomcould easily be
dealt with by the conquering powers. The situation changed for the worse during the
first millennium BC. It became clear that any state that emerged as an important
military power might forcibly transport back to the homeland vast quantities of
animals and slaves as booty acquired in battle.
All prisoners of war automatically became the property (slaves) of their
conquerors. Usually there was a clear distinction made after capture between the
treatment meted out to all adult males (who were presumed to have borne arms
against the enemy), and the females and young children (who were considered to be
guiltless ofthiscrime). It soon became evident that the removal ofprisoners ofwar to
distant countries was a most satisfactory method ofcontrolling political unrest. The
large numbers of prisoners were a ready and convenient source of manpower that
could be exploited by their conquerors, provided the prisoners remained in good
health. Nevertheless, the Assyrian campaigns tended to disrupt the economy of the
invaded countries, particularly of northern Syria, and to reduce the numbers of
*P. B. Adamson, 6 Crag Lane, Knaresborough, North Yorks. HG5 8EE.
1 A. L. Oppenheim, 'Babylonian and Assyrian historical texts', Ancient Near Eastern texts, ed. J. B.
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workers in the areas that were affected by war. Adult males and females were often
employed by the controllers ofthe temples,2 but some males may have been forced to
enrol as soldiers in the army of the conqueror.3
ROYAL PRISONERS
An enemy king or prince who had been captured alive in battle was usually treated
quiteharshly. Itwasconsideredmostimportanttoexhibithisdegradation tomembers
ofthe public, the actual physical punishment ofthe royal prisoner being ofsecondary
importance. He was liable to summary execution even after capture,4 but more
frequently in Mesopotamia he was punished by the conquering ruler himself, being
treated like a domestic animal. He was led on a leash that had been passed through a
hole bored in his lip or nose.5 This form ofritual punishment was earlier inflicted on
royal prisoners by the Egyptians,6 and it was also known to the ancient Israelites
(fig 1).7
Figure 1:
Symbolic nasal leashing shown on the reverse ofthe Narmerpalate, Cairo Museum (cf. Smith, op. cit., note
23 below, pl. 7). (Drawing: Huw Geddes).
2 J. H. Breasted, Ancient records ofEgypt, 5 vols., University ofChicago Press, 1906, vol. 2, p. 29 para.
70, and, probably, p. 67 para. 162, and p. 222 para. 555. I. Mendelsohn, 'Slavery in the ancient Near East',
Bibl. Archaeol., 1946, 9(4): 74-88, see p. 86. E. E. Knudsen, 'Fragments ofhistorical texts from Nimrud IIW,
Iraq, 1967, 29(1): 49-69, see p. 59, II, 33, 37, 38. "The people and the booty ofElam. The best (part ofit) I
presented (to the gods)".
3 Oppenheim, op. cit., note 1 above, p. 284, 51-65, right face, pp. 284-5, 23-26. Knudsen, op. cit., note 2
above, p. 59, II, 39-41.
4 Reliefin thePalaceofSennacherib, room 33, Nineveh: London, British Museum, BM 124801. Note the
reference to the mutilation and death of a prince in Judg. 1:6-7.
5 A. Parrot, Nineveh andBabylon, London, Thames & Hudson, 1961: see p. 34 pl. 39c, Esarhaddon stela
from Zinjirli; and p. 77 pl. 86, Esarhaddon stela from Til Barsip. For nasal leashing see the Chicago
Assyrian Dictionary (editor-in-chiefA. L. Oppenheim), Chicago, Oriental Institute, 1962, (hereafter called
CAD), vol. 16, pp. 134-7, sarratu, serre/atu lb. es kiri4 is a nose-rope for humans. Nosejewels are among
the ornaments listed in Isa. 3:21.
6 W. B. Emery, ArchaicEgypt,Harmondsworth,PenguinBooks, 1961: seep.44fig.4,thereverseofpalate
ofNarmer, dynasty I, showing symbolic captured king held by afalcon; and p. 100fig. 63, the stone vase of
Kha-sekhem, dynasty II, showing kneeling man with three leashes from frontal area.
7 2 Kgs. 19:28; Job 41:2; Isa. 37:29.
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The wound made by boring through the tissues must have been painful and would
certainly have become infected, but the unfortunate man was unlikely to have died
from sepsis. Continual irritation caused by the leash rubbing on the edges ofthe hole
would eventually have led to fistula formation, which would cause considerable
difficulty in mastication offood and in swallowing liquids. The lower part ofthe face
would tend to becomedisfigured anddistorted from theweight ofthe leash pulling on
the tissues. If, however, the original wound had been carelessly made in the lip, the
bone of the underlying jaw might have been damaged, resulting in a localized
osteomyelitis with gingivitis and loss of teeth. Leashing through the nose was less
likely to have caused severe complications, although local sepsis and haemorrhage
were bound to occur.
Occasionally a captured king was exposed to public view at the gate of a city,
secured to a gate-post by a collar ofiron round his neck.8 All movements, including
those of the neck, were restricted and it would have been very difficult to obtain
adequate rest orsleep. Friction ofthe skin ofthe neck from the iron collarwould lead
to sepsis, and pressure sores were likely to form from the constant weight ofthe collar
and limitation of all movement of the neck. The prisoner was exposed to the
vicissitudes of the weather-severe cold at night and scorching from the sun during
the day. Pneumonia, bronchitis, and sunburn were likely to follow exposure,
aggravated by lack ofprotective insulation from clothing. Flies were an ever-present
nuisance and might have carried infection into the skin lesions, as well as into the
wounds in cheek, jaws or nose.9 Furthermore, myiasis was a distinct possibility.'0
Lack of food and water presented additional daily problems for the prisoner, for
contamination of both may have led to gastro-enteritis or dysentery.
Even if the captured king escaped being leashed or tied to the city gate by his
conqueror, he and all members oftheroyal familywere liable to be shackled on hands
and feet,"1 thus securing them as prisoners in public and also symbolizing their status
as slaves.'2Theseprisoners were apparently not given preferential treatment butwere
8 H. Hirsch, 'Die InschriftenderKonige von Agade', Arch. Orientforsch., 1963, 20: 1-82, see 35, II, obv.
25-28, in si-gar-rim a-na ki (d)en-lil. He (Sargon I) brought him (Lugalzagesi) in a neckband to the gate of
Enlil. Oppenheim, op. cit., note 1 above, p. 292: Esarhaddon bound Wahb in a collar to a gate. He also
brought another king to Assyria and "like a pig I tied him (to the gate ...)". Ibid., p. 298, VIII, 11-13,
Uate' tied to a gate in Nineveh. G. Pettinato, The archives ofEbla, New York, Doubleday, 1981, p. 15,
Rida-Hadad was secured to thepalace (text U.E.T., 1,275, obv, III, 1-IV, 6). D. D. Luckenbill, The annals
of Sennacherib, University of Chicago Press, 1924, p. 87, 34-36, Shuzubu was exposed at Nineveh.
Compare the symbolic treatment of Egyptian prisoners in the mid-second millennium BC (C. Desroches-
Noblecourt, Tutankhamen, London, The Connoisseur and Michael Joseph, 1963, p. 51 pl. XIc).
9 R. Lau, The annals ofAshurbanipal, Leiden, Brill, 1903, see IX, 106-10, pierced cheek and jaw with
tethering-ring put through thejaw.
I0Infestation ofwounds wascertainlyrecognized inMesopotamia. See B. Landsberger, MSLVI 11/2,30,
271 a/b, uh.uzu/gig = tu-ul-tu, maggot of the flesh. Also W. von Soden, Akkadisches Handworterbuch,
Wiesbaden, Harrassowitz, 1959-81 (hereafter called AHw), p. 1369, tiultu. And in Egypt (B. Ebbell, The
papyrus Ebers, London, Humphrey Milford, 1937, para. lxxviii "Ifthou findest a finger or a toe that is ill,
fluid (?pus) goes around them, their smell is bad and they have produced small worms (sg, larva). . ..
I Variousformsoffettersandshacklesareknown;kannu, CAD, 1971,vol.8,p. 156;mafkanu, CAD, 1977,
10(1), 372; maksu, CAD, 1977, 10(1), 139; semeru, CAD, 1984, 15, 224; stt qati, CAD, 1982, 13, 200;
possibly also sissu, CAD, 1962, 16, 214; sibta/etu, CAD, 1962, 16, 158.
12Oppenheim,op.cit., note 1above,p.284,AnnalsofSargon, 51-65rightface, Iaubi'di ofHamath. Ibid.,
p. 285,Annals, 11-15, lamani ofAshdod, 23-57, Hanno ofGaza, 72-76, Pisiri ofCarchemish. Ibid., p. 286,
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made to march under escort. Their shackles were heavy and cumbersome and must
have severely restricted movement. Pressure sores at wrists and ankles were liable to
become secondarily infected and lead to eventual gross scarring.13
PLEBEIAN MALE PRISONERS
These prisoners were liable to be slaughtered indiscriminately aftercapture, but this
became a relatively rare occurence by the end ofthe second millennium BC or slightly
later.14 It should be noted, however, that a ritual execution of a male prisoner was
necessary before the Hittite army could be purified from its defeat in war.15 If
prisoners had been killed or had died from their injuries, it would have been most
unlikely that their corpses were given proper burial by theirconquerors.16 The major
hazard to health from unburied corpses is properly appreciated by all modern
hygienists; it certainly was not recognized by military rulers in antiquity.17
Furthermore, themovements oflarge herds ofdomestic animals and oflarge numbers
ofprisoners from one geographical area to another, encouraged the active spread of
diseases into areas that had previously been free from infection.
Although transit camps for prisoners were provided with the basic necessities of
life, hygiene must have been non-existent, so that epidemics ofdebilitating, infectious
diseases were liable to occur at any time. That disease was a most destructive force in
armies was well recognized by soldiers themselves.18 The movement ofprisoners will
have aided the spread ofdisease considerably. When infected prisoners were brought
back to the land of Hatti in the middle ofthe fourteenth century BC, an outbreak of
severe disease with a high mortality occurred among the Hittites in the homeland.
This disease may have been murine typhus, and it lingered on for many years, causing
deaths among all levels ofsociety in Hatti.19 Capture of the Ark of the Covenant by
Annals, 90-112, a Greek usurper. Lau, op. cit., note 9 above, I, 130-1, lesser Egyptian kings. D. D.
Luckenbill, Ancient records ofAssyria andBabylonia, 2 vols., University ofChicago Press, 1926-7. See vol.
1, p. 51 para. 145, "stripped and bound, before Assurmy lord, I (Tukulti-Ninurta I) brought him". See also
Jer. 27:2-3.
3 Noted later by Claudian (Against Eutropius, II, 342-4). Compare Ps. 105:18.
14 Breasted, op. cit., note 2 above, vol. 3, pp. 56-7 para. 116, p. 58 paras. 118, 119, vol. 4, pp. 62-3 para.
106. Y. Yadin, The art ofwarfare in Biblical lands, London, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1963, p. 399, bronze
gates of Balawat, extreme left ofband 4. London. British Museum. E. Strommenger and M. Hirmer, The
art ofMesopotamia, London, Thamesand Hudson, 1964, pl. 117, part ofstela from Tello. Note executions
by Horus in Egypt (Yadin, ibid., pp. 192-3, reliefs on chariot of Thutmose IV, dynasty XVIII); and the
passage in Isa. 13:15-16. Prisoners sometimes were tortured before being killed (2 Macc. 7:1-15, 39).
15 A. Goetze, 'Warfare in Asia Minor', Iraq, 1963, 25(2): 124-30, see p. 129.
16 Yadin, op. cit., note 14 above, pp. 420-1, Hall II, gate H-I of Sargon II. Luckenbill, op. cit., note 8
above, p. 26, I, 59-60, p. 46, VI, 9-10. Idem, op. cit., note 12 above, vol. 1, p. 75 para. 221, "the corpses of
their warriors I piled up in heaps" (Tiglath-Pileser I). Ibid., p. 168 para. 480, "I made up a pillar ofheads in
front ofhis city gate" (Ashhumasirpal II). Ibid., p. 223 para. 611, "I scattered their corpses far and wide"
(Shalmaneser III).
17 Compare Pss. 79:2-3, and 83:9-10.
18 Assyriantroopsdecimated bydisease(Josephus, Antiq. 10,21-2). Note thesoldier'scomplaint that "his
body is broken with disease" (A. M. Blackman and T. E. Peet, 'Papyrus Lansing: a translation with notes',
J. Egypt. Archaeol., 1925, 11: 284-8, see papyrus 10, 1ff), which is similar to papyrus Deir el-Medineh 35,
rev. 1-7 (S. Sauneron, 'Disillusions ofthe Asiatic war: Pap. Deir el-Medineh 35', Kemi, 1968, 18: 17-27).
19A. Goetze, 'Hittite prayers', in ANET, pp. 393-401, see p. 395, plague prayers of Mursilis a4, 5 and
beginning ofb.
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the Philistines towards the end of the second millennium BC, led to an outbreak of
pestilence which spread to several ofthe cities ofthe Philistines and produced a high
mortality therein; this pestilence may have been bubonic plague, but the diagnosis
remains uncertain.20
It was common practice in antiquity to bind the hands ofmale prisoners and march
them away from the battlefield under guard. Rope was usually used to bind the wrists
or arms tightly; fetters provided a certain degree of looseness, which may have
permitted aprisonertoescape.2' Ontheotherhand, excessively tightbindingmayhave
restricted movements of the chest so that breathing was seriously affected.22 These
prisonersweredeliberately keptnaked.23 Nakednessemphasized theindignity ofbeing
capturedandenslaved; italsoserved todistinguishthemclearlyfromtheirconquerors,
who were, of course, fully clothed and armed with weapons. The naked body was
exposed to any adverse climatic conditions, particularly cold or excessive heat. Thus
the prisoner might suffer undue stress from exposure and dehydration. Moreover,
Figure 2:
Naked prisoners bound in a neck yoke: fragment ofa diorite stela, Baghdad (cf. Strommenger and Hirmer,
op. cit., note 14 above, pi. 114). (Drawing: Huw Geddes)
20 1 Sam. 5:6-11; 6:19. J. Preuss, Biblisch-talmudische Medizin, Berlin, Karger, 1911, pp. 175-8. Probably
not pneumonic plague, however (S. H. Blondheim, 'First recorded epidemic ofpneumonic plague in I Sam.
5 and 6', Bull. Hist. Med., 1955, 29: 337-45), and see Josephus, Antiq. 6:1-16. Diagnosis of plague
considered quite unproven by L. I. Conrad ('The Biblical tradition for the plague of the Philistines', J.
Amer. Orient. Soc., 1984, 104(2): 281-7, see pp. 286-7).
21 CAD, 1984, vol. 15, p. 224, quoting text MDP 23, 307, rev. 17, uim semera apturu, when I loosened his
manacles. Text YOS 7 88, 17, si-mir-ri-e-su AN.BAR iptatar iltasum, (he) loosened his iron manacles and ran
away.
22 CAD, 1977, vol. 10(1), p. 139 quoting Arch. Orientforsch., 19: 57, 60, [r]umme maksisu lippussurris...
loosen his bonds so that he may breathe freely.
23 Strommenger and Hirmer, op. cit., note 14 above, pls. 114, 115. Yadin, op. cit., note 14 above, p. 243,
plaque from Megiddo. Palestine Archaeological Museum, 38780. W. S. Smith, The art andarchitecture of
ancient Egypt, Harmondsworth, Penguin Books, 1965, p. 16 fig. 3. Note the almost completely naked male
prisoners depicted on an ivory knife handle (Yadin, ibid., pl. 116, Louvre E 11517), and the reference in Isa.
20:4.
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prisoners were sometimes confined in neck yokes which restricted movements of the
neck and head (fig. 2). Being unable to see the ground in front, they were liable to
stumble and damage their legs.24
Ofconsiderableimportancewastheactual method thatwasused to bindthearmsof
prisoners. Groups ofprisoners were easily controlled iftheir arms were bound at the
wrists in front of, or behind the back, or having them suspended from a neck yoke.
Assyrian guards may even have led files of bound prisoners with a leading rope.
Sometimes theAssyrians shackledprisonerstogetherinpairsatthewrists, whichmade
marching difficult for them. Quite frequently their arms were forced back and a rope
was tightly boundjust above the elbows behind the back.25 Only in Egyptian art were
prisoners shown in characteristic poses, their arms being awkwardly bound above the
head according to thespecificnationality oftheprisoner(fig. 3).26The tightbindingof
arms in the region ofthe elbowjoint was very likely indeed to cause obstruction ofthe
blood supply to the distal part of the arms. Vascular obstruction would be further
compounded when the arms were tightly bound above the head, as depicted in the tile
from Medinet Habu already mentioned.27 Provided these restrictive bonds were soon
Figure 3:
Different methods ofbinding prisoners' arms shown on the State Chariot ofTutankhamen, Cairo Museum
(cf. Desroches-Noblecourt, op. cit., note 8 above, pl. XlXb). (Drawing: Huw Geddes).
24 R. D. Barnett, Sculpturesfrom the northpalace ofAshurbanipal at Nineveh (668-627 B.C.), London,
Trustees ofthe British Museum, 1976, pl. 67 slabs A-D. Strommenger and Hirmer, op. cit., note 14 above,
pl. 118, 214 band 4. W. S. Smith, Interconnections in the ancient Near East, London, Yale University Press,
1965, figs. 58, 213.
25 Strommenger and Hirmer, op. cit., note 14 above, pl. 118, 205, 214 band 4. Emery,.op. cit., note 6
above, p. 46 fig. 5, mace-head ofNarmer, p. 60 fig. 22, inscription ofZer (dynasty 1), p. 250 fig. 148, dice-
stick of Ka'a (dynasty 1). Smith, op. cit., note 24 above, figs. 58, 213, 219, 220. Smith, op. cit., note 23
above. Yadin, op. cit., note 14 above, p. 138, plaques from Mari, Louvre AO 19820.
26 Desroches-Noblecourt, op. cit., note 8 above, p1. XIXb. Smith, op. cit., note 24 above. C. F. Nims and
W. Swaan, Thebes ofthepharaohs, London, Elek Books, 1965, pi. 81. Yadin, op. cit., note 14above, p. 233,
Asiatic captive of Ramses 11.
27 Nims and Swaan, op. cit., note 26 above, pl. 81 right.
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loosened and the blood supply to the distal tissues were re-established, no permanent
damage to tissues would have been done, but ischaemic changes in tissues were likely
to commence within as short a time as one hour after total vascular occlusion had
occurred.
All these methods used to secure prisoners tended to make them unsteady on their
feet, so that bruising and trauma from falling down on the march became quite
serious hazards. Lesions of the skin from such accidents were liable to secondary
infection. Both traumatic and vascular effects on tissues would have been further
aggravated by cold weather. Although most campaigns were undertaken in spring or
summer, even at this time of year low night temperatures might have been
experienced, and would have caused considerable stress to inadequately clad
prisoners. It was well known that the climate in Asia Minor could be severe,28 yet
military campaigns were undertaken in bad weather.29 Mesopotamian soldiers were
no strangers to frost, snow, and ice,30 and sores of the skin due to cold apparently
were recognized.3' Severe adverse climatic conditions would affect all prisoners,
predisposing them towards hypothermia, pneumonia, frostbite, and even gangrene of
peripheral tissues.
Sometimes prisoners were also put in leg irons, which would have severely limited
leg movements.32 Pressure sores at the ankles were liable to develop; these could
readily become infected and lead eventually to gross scarring. These complications
were later appreciated by the Assyrians, who removed all shackles, restored freedom
of movement to arms and legs-and made the prisoners carry booty for their
conquerors.
MUTILATION OF PRISONERS
After capture, any male prisoner was liable to be mutilated. This served the double
purpose ofpunishing the offender for taking up arms against the conqueror, and at
the same time of making him readily recognizable so that escape would be more
difficult. Blinding33 orbrandingofprisoners34causeddisfigurement and the resultant
wounds were liable to become infected, possibly leading to death, but more
28 Gen. 31:40; 2 Sam. 23:20; see also Job 6:16 and 9:30; Ps. 147:16-17; Prov. 25:13; Jer. 18:14. and 36:30.
29 Luckenbill, op. cit., note 8above, p.41, V,6-9,p.88,43. F. Thureau-Dangin, Unerelationdelahuitieme
campagne de Sargon (714 av. J-C), Paris, Geuthner, 1912, p. 22, 127-34; p. 24, 146-7. Note hardships
endured later by Greek soldiers (Xenophon, Anabasis, 4. 5. 12-13, 7. 4. 3-4).
30 Frost,halpu2, CAD, 1956, vol. 6, p.49. Snow and ice,kuppd2, CAD, 1971, vol. 8, p. 551. H. W. F. Saggs,
'The Nimrud letters, 1952-part V', Iraq, 1959, 21: 158-79, see p. 172. No. 61.5'-7', LU.ERIM.MEA
[A]N§E.KUR.RA.MFAI[a]i-si-ia ina ku-pi-e[m]i-e-tui, troops(and) horses that are with me are dying from cold.
Ialgu, AHw 1147, Iuripu, AHw 1284.
32 mah = tilgutu = cold sore/blister, AHw 1358, based on Aramaic.
32 Barnett, op. cit., note 24 above, pl. 17b, BM 124931. Oppenheim, op. cit., note I above, p. 298, VIII,
24 44. Compare Pss. 105:18, and 107:10.
33 Luckenbill, op. cit., note 12 above, p. 146 para. 445, p. 168 para. 480 (Ashurnasirpal II).
34Superficialslavemarks,arratu, CAD, 1968,vol. 1(2),p.305; hutartu,CAD, 1956,6,264,kakkabtu, CAD,
1971, 8,45, also applied to animals which may have been given as booty to the temples. kimitu (see samatu
I), AHw 1155, 1156,jimtu, sindu, AHw 1238. Note also among Egyptians gbw (see Breasted, op. cit., note 2
above, vol. 4, para. 405) and the ancient Israelites (Gen. 4:15; Isa. 44:5 and 49:16; Ezek. 9:4).
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commonly to keloid scar formation.35 Prisoners were often employed inside temple
complexes in the main cities, within whose confines mutilation may not have been
severe enough to prevent employment as a slave. It must be admitted, however, that
mutilation was an excellent (but very unpleasant) method of controlling prisoners
individually.36 Although Jewish law prohibited all mutilation of the skin of the
Israelites themselves,37 ritual piercing ofthe ear ofa voluntary slave was permitted,38
but Mosaic law did not apply to prisoners captured in war.39
Male prisoners occasionally were disfigured deliberately by their conquerors. This
wasaformofpunishmentandactedasapermanentremindertotheconqueredpeoples
ofthe power oftheconqueringking; by thismeans too they wereclearly differentiated
from otherinnocentcitizens.40 Thesewounds offace, ears, and lipswere veryprone to
become infected and lead to keloid scars.41 Although mastication may have been
difficult, thephysicalcapacityforworkbytheunfortunatecaptive wasnotdiminished
at all. It was relatively uncommon for amputation ofhands or feet to be inflicted on
livingmale prisoners, because thiswould have rendered them unfit formenial work.42
WOMEN AND CHILDREN
It was assumed that women and young children were innocent victims ofwarfare,
having taken no part in the defence oftheir homes and property. Being considered as
legitimate spoils of war, they were usually taken unharmed into slavery, but
occasionally they were slaughtered after capture.43 In marked contrast to captured
soldiers, the women and children were only kept under nominal guard and were not
shackled at all.44 Indeed, children were allowed to wander around quite freely and
accompanied their parents into captivity; sometimes they were depicted in reliefs as
being carried by adult prisoners or riding in carts. Thus, both women and children
suffered minimal disability on being transported into slavery, but the actual physical
hardship of marching long distances must have taken its toll of them.45
35 N. Goldstein, 'Complications from tattoos', J. Dermatol. Surg. Oncol., 1979, 5(11): 869-78, see pp.
869-70. C. P. Jones, 'Stigma: tattooing and branding in Graeco-Roman antiquity', J. Rom. Stud., 1987, 77:
139-55, see p. 143 on the probability that tattooing and branding were sometimes fatal even in Roman
times.
36 Judg. 16:21; but note also Josh. 9:23.
37 Lev. 19:28, 21:5.
38 Exod. 21:6; Deut. 15:17.
39Judg. 1:7.
40 Luckenbill, op. cit., note 12 above, p. 146 para. 445. Knudsen, op. cit., note 2 above, p. 58, II, 12-15,
UN.MES (kur)NIM.MA (ki) sa (md)&A.PAB.MEA.SU AD AD ba-ni-ja ina M(iR ta-ha-zi NUNDUN.MEI-su-un
ip-ru-'u-ui-ma [i]t-ba-lu bu-un-na-an-ni-su-un, the people ofElam, whose lips Sennacherib, the grandfather
who begot me, in battle cut off, and whose faces he had marred.
41 hutartu, AHw362,maybe"einestabf6rmigeSklavenmarke", which suggeststheappearanceofakeloid
scar.
42 Luckenbill, op. cit., note 12above, p. 145para.443, "I cutoffthelimbsoftheofficers", p. 157 para.465,
"200 men I captured alive, I cut offtheir hands (arms)" (Ashurnasirpal II). Note the counting ofhands cut
offthe enemydead (Breasted, op. cit., note 2 above, vol. 4, paras. 42, 52, 53, 110, vol. 2,paras. 9, 10, 13, 14).
43 Luckenbill, op. cit., note 12 above, p. 146 para. 445, destruction ofKinabu. Num. 31:17-18; Deut. 2:34
and 3:3; Jer. 29:21; Ezek. 26:8; Amos 1:13; 2 Kgs. 15:16 and 8:12; see also Ps. 137:9; Hos. 13:16 and Zech.
13:7.
44 Note the treatment of royal prisoners (see Oppenheim, op. cit., note 12 above); and prisoners roped
together at the waist (Yadin, op. cit., note 14 above, p. 146, relief from Egyptian tomb, dynasty V).
45Blackmanand Peet, op. cit., note 18above, Pap. Latising 10, 5ff. Sauneron, op. cit., note 18 above, Pap.
Deir el-Medineh 35 rev. 5-7.
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Slaves were considered to be valuable items ofproperty and were treated as such.
As a security measure and proof of ownership, prisoners often were marked with a
specific mark on the skin, and these wounds might have become infected.46 In some
cases, selected male children were castrated before being permitted to serve in a royal
harem where they would be strictly confined under guard.47 This operation,
performed without an anaesthetic, necessarily caused severe mutilation and carried a
high risk to life, for shock, haemorrhage, and wound infection were only too likely to
occur. Furthermore, the operation was not always successfully performed, so that it
had to be repeated, again exposing the child to risk of death.48
46 See note 34. Note the control ofslaves in Eshnunna (A. Goetze, 'The laws ofEshnunna', in ANET, pp.
161-3, see p. 163 paras. 51, 52); and also in Babylonia (G. R. Driver and J. C. Miles, Babylonian laws, 2
vols., Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1955-6, see vol. 2, paras. 15-17).
47 A. K. Grayson, Assyrian royalinscriptions, vol. 1, From thebeginning to Ashur-resha-ishiI, Wiesbaden,
Harrassowitz, 1972, p. 140 paras. 908-10 (Ninurta-apil-Ekur). 2 Kgs. 20:18; Jer. 52:25-7; Isa. 39:7 and
compare Dan. 1:3-4. tap iru, AHw 1323, castration.
48 Grayson, op. cit., note 47 above, p. 132 para. 859 (Tukulti-Ninurta I).
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